Beware  lest  aup  man  spoil  you  through  Philosophy  and  vain  deceit - Col,  ii  I). 
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TilE  1)1  VIM*:  PURPOSE. 

ROM.  Viii.  28,  29,  30. 

We  have  all  heard  of  a  trernehdous  Pur* 
fiose^  iiccurdinjj  !o  which  God  decie^d,  from 
all  euniity,  to  elect  a  small  number  out  of 
the  j^real  mass  of  mankind,  and  to  draw 
them  to  hirnstlfhy  irrcfiistible  grace  ;  but 
to  rr/irobate  all  tlii  rest,  i.  e.  ihc  far  greater 
number,  and  to  consign  them  to  eternal 
perdition  ;  without  any  regaid  whatever  to 
any  foreseen  merits,  or  demerits,  either  of 
the  elect  or  of  tlie  re/irobatr  ;  This,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Calvin,  is  the  I3ivine  fiurfiose 
in  prctlcstination. 

lUii  there  is  attotlicr  Ptirfiose  of  God,  of 
«  lar  difl'erent  sound  from  this  now  men¬ 
tioned,  spoken  of  by  St.  Paul,  in  several 
idace.s,  (Horn.  xvi.  25;  Eph.  i.  9  ;  iii.  3, 
5,  0;  Col.  i.  26,  27.)  under  the  title  of  a 
IMystkhy;  hid  from  ages  and  generations, 
in  the  unfalhoniablc  dtpliis  of  the  Divine 
Counsels  ;  but  now  in  the  Gospel-times 
made  manifest,  and  revealed  unto  the  holy 
Apostles  and  prophets  by  the  Spirit; — the 
Pur/iose  of  God,  nanuly,  to  take  in  the 
Gentiles  to  be  his  people,  together  with  the 
believing  Jews;  “that  (louse  St.  Paul’s 
words)  the  Gi  utiles  should  be  tVllow-heirs 
and  of  the  same  body,  and  partakers  of  his 
promise  in  Christ  by  the  Gospel.”  (Eph. 
iii.  6.) 

iVow  lliis  Pur/iose  of  God  it  is  mv  in¬ 
tention  to  place  in  opposition  to  that  of  Cal¬ 
vin,  ar.d  to  prrwe  that  it  is  the  very  fiurfiosc 
spoken  ol  hy  St.  Paul  in  the  passage  of  the 
text. 

And  nrst,  if  it  were  possible  in  a  di.«coijise 
of  this  nature,  to  enter  into  ar:y  thing  like  a 
critical  examination  of  passages,  I  should 
not  despair  of  convincing  you,  even  ficm 
the  argument  of  language  alone,  that  the 
Purjiose  of  God  intended  in  the  text,  was 
his  purpose  to  call  the  GeniiUs  to  the  hope 
of  salvation.  Indeed  one  single  passage,  to 


which  I  will  request  your  attention,  might 
almost  seem  suflicirnt  to  this  end  :  it  is  ta¬ 
ken  from  the  first  cliaptcr  of  St.  Paul’s 
ICpistle  to  the  Ephesians:  (Ver.  3  -11.) 
“  Blessed  be  the  God  ^nd  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  has  blessed  us  with 
all  spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly  places  io 
Ciirist.  According  as  he  hath  chosen  us 
ill  him,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
that  we  should  be  holy,  and  without  blame 
before  hiin  in  love.  Having  firedestinated 

utito  the  adoption  of  children  by  Jesus 
('hrist  to  himself,  according  to  the  good 
pleasure  of  his  will  ;  to  the  praise  of  the 
glory  of  hi:^ grace,  w  herein  he  hath  made  us 
accepted  lu  the  Beloved.  In  w  hom  we  have 
redemption  through  his  blood,  the  forrivc- 
ncss  of  our  sins,  according  to  llie  riches  of 
his  grace,  wherein  he  hath  abounded  to¬ 
wards  us  in  all  wisdom  and  prudence;  hav¬ 
ing  made  known  unto  us  the  Mystery  of 
his  will,  Recording  to  his  good  pleasure, 
which  he  hath  fitirfiostd  in  himself;  that  in 
the  dispensation  of  the  lullness  of  times  hs 
might  gather  together  in  one  all  things  in 
Christ  both  which  are  in  heaven,  and  which 
are  on  earth  ;  even  in  him  :  in  whom  also 
we  have  obtained  an  inheritance, being /?rc- 
dcstinated  according  to  the  /;wr/t05e  of  him, 
who  worker h  all  things  after  the  counsel 
of  hi.s  own  will.” 

That  the  Purfiose  of  .God  mentioned  in 
thi.-i  passage,  is  the  same  with  the  purfiose 
of  God  mentioned  in  the  passage  of  the  text; 
any  one,  1  think,  would  at  first  hearing  be 
inclined  to  judge,  from  the  very  sound  of 
those  remarkable  words,  Purpose^  and 
Predestinated^  occurring,  as  they  do,  iu 
conjiiuction  iu  each  of  the  passages. 

Bui  now,  that  the  passage  cited  from  tlic 
first  chapter  of  Ephesians,  relates  to  the 
purpose  of  God  to  take  in  the  Geuiiles  to  be 
his  people  through  Christ,  we  may  be  as¬ 
sured  beyond  the  possibility  cf  doubt,  by 
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another  passage  taken  from  the  third  chap¬ 
ter  of  the  same  Epistle  ;  to  which  also  I 
must  solicit  your  attention:  “For  this 
cause  I  Paul|  the  prisoner  cf  Jesus  Christ 
for  you  Gentiles  ;  if  ye  have  heard  of  the 
dispensation  of  the  grace  of  God,  which  is 
given  me  to  you-ward  :  How  that  by  reve- 
Ulion  he  made  known  unto  me  the  Myste* 
ry  ;  as  I  wrote  afore  in  few  words ;  where¬ 
by,  when  ye  readi  ye  may  understand  my 
knowledge  in  the  ^Fystcry  ol  Christ,  which 
in  other  ages  was  not  known  unto  the  sons 
of  men,  as  it  is  now  revealed  unto  the  holy 
Apostles  and  Prophets  by  the  Spirit ;  That 
the  Gentiles  should  be  fellow-heirs,  and  of 
the  same  body,  and  partakers  of  his  promise 
in  Christ  by  the  Gospel.’^  (ver.  I — 6.) 

Hrre,  you  perceive,  the  Apostle  plainly 
refers  to  the  Mystery  of  the  Divine  Wilh 
mentioned  in  the  former  passage ;  and  fixes 
its  meaning  to  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles. — 
Thcrctorc,  in  whatever  degree  it  shall  seem 
probable,  from  th^  argument  of  language, 
that  the  fiur^iosc  of  God  in  the  first  cited 
pas«^age,  is  the  same  with  the  men¬ 

tioned  in  the  text ;  in  the  same  degree  will 
it  be  probable,  that  this  also  relates  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Gentiles  to  be  the  people  of 
Cod  through  Christ. — But, 

We  shall  be  effectually  convinced,  that 
the  purfiose  of  God  here  spoken  of,  is  his 
purpose  to  call  the  Gentiles  ;  and  by  no 
cneaiis  the  purpose  of  absolute  Predestina^ 
tion  according  to  Calvin's  system  ;  if  wc 
attend  carefully  to  the  general  design  of 
the  Epistle,  and  especially  to  the  drift  of 
the  argument  in  the  passage  of  the  text. 

The  general  subject  of  the  Epistle  to  the 
Romans  is,  the  perfect  efficacy  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  to  salvation,  in  opposition  to  the  Law  ; 
and  the  right  of  the  Gentiles  to  a  share  in 
this  salvation,  in  opposition  to  the  exclu¬ 
sive  claims  of  the  Jews. — This  subject  the 
Apostle  prosecutes  through  the  seven  first 
chapters,  and  to  the  middle  of  ilie  eighth  ; 
and  advances,  and  establishes  his  proposi¬ 
tion  by  several  steps  and  degrees. 

The  first  is  Justification^  or  the  remis¬ 


sion  of  all  sins  past ;  which  is  indispensably 
necessary,  in  order  to  the  convert's  admis¬ 
sion  to  a  state  of  grace  or  favour  with  God. 
And  since  it  cannot  be  by  any  merit  of  works, 
but  is  conferred  freely  by  the  mercy  of 
God,  upon  the  sole  qualification  of  faith  in 
Christ ;  it  is  clear  that  this  door  to  all  the 
benefits  and  privileges  of  the  Gospel,  is  ev¬ 
ery  whit  at  open  to  the  Gentile  as  the  Jew. 

The  consequence  of  justification  is /^cacc 
\oith  God^  or  reconciliation  ;  and  admission 
to  the  state  of  sonship,  and  the  hope  of  the 
heavenly  inheritance. 

The  next  great  step  is  sanctification y  or 
renewed  holiness  of  heart  and  life.  This  is 
Ihe  condition  of  the  covenant  on  our  part ; 
and  to  this  end,  the  Law  was  altogether  in¬ 
efficacious,  but  the  Gospel  is  perfectly  ef¬ 
ficacious,  through  the  dispensatioo  of  the 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

Lastly,  upon  ilic  fulfilment  of  this  con¬ 
dition,  by  a  faithful  use  of  the  means  of 
grace,  there  ensues  a  grounded -hope,  and 
joyful  expectation  of  the  happiness  and 
glory  to  be  conferred  upon  the  saints  at  the 
resurrection.  This  is  the  highest  pitch  of 
the  Gospel  grace  in  the  present  life  ;  and 
to  this  point  the  Apostle  has  brought  his 
argument  in  the  middle  of  the  eighth  chap¬ 
ter  :  “  The  Spirit  itself  bearing  wiincss  with 
our  spirit,  that  wc  arc  the  children  of  God  : 
and  if  children,  then  Heirs  ;  heirs  of  God, 
and  joint-heirs  with  Christ.  (Ver.  16,  17.) 

The  Gospel,  therefeye,  is  fully  proved  to 
be  “  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  and 
the  right  of  the  Gentiles  to  a  share  in  that 
salvation,  fully  established  :  and  the  apostle 
is  now  ready  to  pass  to  another  part  of  his 
subject,  intimately  connected  with  the  cul¬ 
ling  of  the  Gentiles,  viz.  the  rejection  of 
the  Jews  ;  but  first  he  lays  hold  of  the  op- 
port  tiuiiy,  w^heti  he  has  placed  the  Idghcst 
hopes  of  the  Gospel  full  in  the  view  of  the 
Roman  converts,  to  introduce  a  subject, 
harsh  indeed  and  difficult;  but  in  the  plans 
of  Divine  wisdom,  of  close  connexion  with 
the  future  g\ory  of  Christians ;  the  subject, 
I  mean,  of  sufferings  ;  or  of  that  trial  of 
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persecutions,  which  the  church  was  then 
umlergoingi  chiefly  from  the  rage  aud  mal¬ 
ice  of  the  Jews. 

This  then  Is  the  point  where  we  must 
conceive  ourselves  to  be  placed*  in  the  Apos¬ 
tle’s  argunnent,  if  we  wish  to  discover  the 
exact  bearing  of  the  passage  of  the  text:— 
“  if  children,  then  Heirs ;  Heirs  of  God, 
and  Joint-heirs  with  Christ  ;**  he  adds,  “  it 
so  be  that  we  suffer  with  him,  that  we  may 
be  also  glorified  together  Severe,  no 
doubt,  was  the  pressure;  deep  the  groans 
for  deliverance  :  and  although  it  was  a 
lesson,  effectually  learned  by  those  early 
Christians,  that  we  must  through  mucli 
iribuUiion  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  G«>d 
(Acts,  xiv.  22.)  yet  was  this  a  fiery  trial, 
and  ha/ardous  to  men  compassed  with  in¬ 
firmity;  and  they  had  need  of  patience,  that 
after  having  done  the  will  of  God,  they 
might  receive  the  promise.  (Ilcb.  x.  3G.) 

What  now  has  the  Apostle,  to  place  lu 
the  opposite  scale  of  patience  and  consola¬ 
tion  ?— However  heavy  the  load  of  their  af¬ 
flictions,  yet  it  was  lightness  itself,  when 
compared  with  the  far  more  exceeding  and 
eternal  weight  of  glory  :  “  for  1  reckon,  he 
says,  that  the  sufferings  of  this  present  time, 
are  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the 
glory  that  shall  be  revealed  in  us  (verse 
18.)  lie  reminds  them,  that  they  have  nu¬ 
merous  compaaions  in  their  aspirations  after 
a  happier  stale  ;  the  Apostles  themselves, 
nay  all  mankind :  that  their  salvation  is  as 
yet  in  hope  on:/,  not  in  fruition  :  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  himself  would  be  a  Spirit  of 
prayer  and  supplication  in  their  bearts,  to 
obtain  of  God  what  was  best  for  them  : 
finally,  that  “all  things  (even  suffciings) 
work  together  for  good,  to  them  that  love 
God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  according 
lo  his  purpose.**  (vcr.  28.) 

Now  to  this  state  of  the  question,  which^ 

I  ask,  of  these  tw’o  Purposes  most  filly  cor¬ 
responds  ?  The  purpose  of  absolute  pre- 
dpslioalioD,  according  to  Calvin’s  system  ; 
or  that  which  St  Paul  has  been  asserting 
aud  proving  through  the  whole  course  of 
tl^c  Epistley  the  purpose  of  God  lo  call  the 


Gentiles  to  be  his  pecpie  through  the  faith 
of  Christ  ? 

The  subject  which  the  Apostle  is  upon^ 
is  that  of  persecutions  and  sufferings  :  the 
object  immediately  in  view,  is  comfort  and* 
confirmation;  comfort,  I  say,  and  confir¬ 
mation  in  the  faith,  for  the  suffering  hodtj^ 
the  great  collective  body  of  Christian  con¬ 
verts  at  Rome. 

And  how,  I  ask,  would  Calvin’f  purpose 
of  Absolute  Predestination  afi’ord  aud 
nclininister  (his  ?  At  most,  it  could  only  af¬ 
ford  it  to  a  fev)  out  of  the  many;  to  the 
Elect,  the  Predestinate  in  Calvin's 
sense.  Nor  indeed  do  wc  see  how,  being 
a  tiling  hidden  iu  the  Divine  counsels,  it 
conld'afford  it  even  lo  them.  NciUicr,  if 
this  were  possible,  do  wc  see  how  it  was 
necesjiary  ;  since,  being  predestinate  in  that 
sense,  it  was  certain  beforehand  that  their 
faith  would  not  fail  ;  but  that,  with  a  cer¬ 
tainty  of  perseverance^  they  would  endure 
uuio  the  end. 

Dill  waving  all  these  difficulties,  and  o(h« 
ers  beiiide;  let  us  sec  what,  upon  the  sup¬ 
position  of  Calvin’s  of  absolute  pre¬ 

destination,  the  Apostle  must  be  couceived 
to  say  in  the  passage  of  the  text: 

You  are  labouring  under  a  great  trial  of 
afflictions  for  the  Gospel’s  sake:  I  know 
your  sufferings,  but  I  exhort  you  not  to 
faint,  ueitlier  be  dismayed  at  the  rage  of  your 
adversaries.  We  know  that  all  things  woik 
together  for  good  to  them  that  loie  God 
to  them  that  are  the  called  according  to  lii^ 
purpose  oj absolute predistinaiion.  There 
are  certain  of  your  Church,  (who  iliey  are 
I. know  not ;  God  knoweth)  who  are  of  the 
number  of  God’s  Elect,  predestinate  uino 
salvation  from  all  eternity.  The  sulvatiou 
of  these,  whosoever  they  are,  is  as  certain 
at  this  very  moment,  as  if  they  were  already 
glorified  in  heaven  ;  for  the  Golden  Clula 
of  the  salvation  cf  God’s  Elect  is  so  di¬ 
vinely  contrived,  that  the  first  liiik  of  fore¬ 
knowledge  draws  after  it,  by  a  necessary 
and  indissoluble  connection,  the  final  link 
of  glorification.  To  such  ihcrctorc  all 
things,  even  sufferings,  work  together  for 
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good  :  for  it  is  certain  that  no  sufferings 
can  subvert  their  faith  ;  but  they  will,  if 
patiently  endured,  augment  the  degrees  of 
iheir  future  glory.  Let  this  therefore  be 
spoken  for  your  comfort  under  these  af¬ 
flictions. 

Bui  how  worse  than  strange,  how  void 
of  all  reason  and  common  sense  Wi  uid  such 
a  discourse  as  this  appear  !  Surely,  it  uouUI 
be  a  mockery  of consolatin,  and  utterly  un¬ 
worthy  of  the  great  Apos»lc  cf  the  Ge  ntiles 
to  t  ffer  to  the  suffering  Christians  at  Rome  : 
and  VC  may  safely  conrlude,  that  Calvin’s 
fiur/iote  of  Absolute  Predestination  can¬ 
not  possibly  be  thi  fiurfioMc  of  God  intend¬ 
ed  by  Si  P,tul  in  the  pass.*ge  of  the  text. 

But  supposing  now  the  Vurficse  of  G04I 
intended  by  the  Apostle,  to  be  his  purpose 
of  calling  the  Gentiles  to  salvati'M)  through 
the  fiutli  of  Christ;  and  goii»g  with  this 
clue  through  the  passitge  of  the  text  ;  wc 
shall  find  the  Apostle’s  argument  perfectly 
relevant,  and  most  strongly  conrlu^ive  with 
res|)ect  to  the  matter  in  hand;  viz.  the  con- 
firnicition  of  the  converts  under  their  trial 
of  afflictions  : — 

It  has  been  my  great  object.  Converts  of 
the  Gentiles,  in  this  KpisMe,  to  vindicate 
your  title  to  the  benefits  of  Mcsm  h*s  king¬ 
dom;  ami  I  have  now  advanced  the  confir¬ 
mation  of  it,  from  the  door  and  access  of 
grace,  Jusfrjicaticn  ;  to  the  very  consum- 
maiion  of  the  ('hrisdan  hope,  a  glorious 
resurrection  to  eternal  life.  But  in  the 
meao  time  ye  are  hard  pressed,  and  groan 
under  the  burthen  of  persecutions  and  af- 
ffictions.  But  let  nothing  move  you  from 
the  firm  foundation  ot  your  faith,  or  shake 
your  confidence  in  the  love  of  God,  nirni- 
fested  toword  you  in  hi^  son  Jf*sus  Christ. 
Besides  all  orher  urguments  of  patience  and 
consolatio.T,  reflect  upon  Gorl’s  eternal 
Purp'  ftc  ;  concealed  indeed  from  nges  and 
gem-ration?,  but  now  revealed  unto  the  ho!y 
Aposilcs  and  Prophets  by  the  Spit  it;  his 
':urfiose%  1  mean,  of  calling  you  Gentiles, 
••:d  all  mai4ind,  to  ti  .c  hope  of  glory  through 

f>iih  of  Christ.  For  surelv  it  cannot 
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fail  of  being  a  ^reat  confirmation  of  our 
faith,  and  a  powerful  argumrut  to  pjtieucc  ; 
to  be  certified  that  our  salvation  forms  one 
pan  of  the  plan  of  Divine  providence,  in 
the  ordeiimr  of  all  things,  according  to  his 
eternal  purpose  :  for  what  God  counsels 
and  decrees,  no  force  or  mslice  of  man  can 
possibly  defeat.  And  now  the  Divine  Wis¬ 
dom  has  opened  a  way  to  the  pm  pose  of  his 
mercy;  and  through  the  graces  of  catling 
and  jusfijication  an  entrance  is  minisiered 
to  us  abundantly  into  the  everlasting  king¬ 
dom  of  our  Lord  and  Siviour  Jesus  Christ, 
(2  Pet  i  M  )  And  in  the  counsels  af  the 
eternal  Mind,  the  chain  of  salvaliou  reaches 
unbroken,  ‘rrm  the  Purpose  of  love  in  the 
Redeemer,  fhr'  ugh  Cal  ing  and  Jimiijica- 
tioTi,  to  our  confoi  miiy  to  Christ  in  eternal 
glory. 

Apply  now  this  to  your  owm  rase,  that 
you  may  be  certain  that  you  art  in  the  right 
Way,  i*ncl  cannot  miscarry  f  iit  by  your  own 
fault.  Yru  cannot  possibly  doubt  of  your 
Calling:  the  Ctospcl  yc'U  have  heard,  the 
Preachers  that  have  been  ^ent,  Ihr  miracles 
that  hj»vc  been  wrought,  leave  no  room  for 
such  a  doubt.  Atid  as  for  Justiji  aHon^  I 
have  fully  proved  that  it  b<  loi.gs  to  you 
Gentiles,  no  less  than  to  the  Jews,  upon 
the  condition  of  faith  only.  What  then  is 
there,  that  can  possibly  come  betwixt  you, 
and  the  Pnr/io^e  cf  God  in  your  glorifica¬ 
tion  ?  One  thing  indeed  is  still  wanting, 
but  tirat  is  in  your  own  breasts;  to  love 
G  'd  :  only  secure  that  point,  and  then  you 
have  made  your  calling  and  election  sure. 

And  wherelore.  should  you  think  it  sfrance, 
concerning  the  firry  trial  wiiich  is  to  try 
you;  as  thciigh  some  strange  thing  hap¬ 
pened  unto  yon  ?  (l  Pet  iv.  12  )  For  we 
know  that  this  also  is  a  regular  part  of  the 
D  vine  Purpose  ronccriiing  our  redemp¬ 
tion.  that  Chiistians  should  be  made  p«  r- 
f<  ct  through  sufferings.  It  is  no^only  his 
jMTpo^^e^  that  I  hey  should  be  conformed  to 
the  image  of  his  son  in  glory  ;  but  that 
they  should  be  conformed  also  to  the  image 
of  *uffcrin^9  ;  that  so  he  might  be  the 
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firs!  born  amonj^  many  brethren  ;  that  he 
might  hehukl  thofc  absemblcd  arouml  liiiu 
in  glory  in  the  heavens^  who  upon  earth  had 
loilowed  ilie  Captain  of  tlicir  Salvation  in 
the  same  path  of  siifierings.  Let  this,  there¬ 
fore,  be  your  consolation,  (which  to  the  end 
of  time  must  be  ilic  great  consolation  ot  all 
Cliiistiaiis  under  their  afllictions)  that  oil 
thii*g«  woik  together  for  good  to  them  that 
love  God  ;  that  our  light  afflictions,  which 
are  but  lor  u  moment,  woik  lor  us  a  far 
more  exceeding  and  eternal  v»  eight  ol  glory. 
Consider  these  ihi  jgs,  and  let  them  have 
their  lull  cfTcci  upon  your  minds  ;  and  then 
I  am  confident,  that  nothing  shall  be  able 
to  stperaie  you  from  tlie  love  of  Gnd,  which 
is  in  Cnrist  Jrsus  our  Lord  ;  bul  that  in  all 
these  things  ye  are  more  than  conquerers, 
throtigb  him  that  loved  us. 

New’  according  to  this  representation  of 
the  Apnsde’s  argument,  every  thing,  it 
must  be  allowed,  lies  plain  and  straight  ; 
and  .ill  runs  so  stnoodi  and  easy,  that  we 
feel  cof'fident  of  having  fidlowed  the  right 
clue.  \Vc  c' nclude  tncicforo,  with  u  dc- 
g  ee  of  evidence  amounting  ah^^ost  to  a 
demonstration.  Ironi  the  united  arfctiment  ol 
the  language  and  the  co*  tr.x*  ;  that  the  /mr- 
pose  nt  God  intemled  by  S  P.*ul  in  the 
i''  llis /mr/zo*e  of  taking  in  the  GcOiiles  to 
be  bis  people. 

Instead  of  a  tuf.mf.ndous  Purpose  of 
Klectton  aiid  Rtpruh  uion.  ac«  coding  to 
wliich  a  ccitHin  number  snouUl  bv  cnos*  n 
to  eternal  life,  but  the  genera)  mass  eter¬ 
nally  con.'-igned  to  the  pains  nt  Hv  11  ;  wiih- 
oui  any  regard  whatever  to  any  fores* cn 
merits  or  demerits,  of  the  Lied  or  the 
Heprohate  ;  wr  have  hmnd  a  most  gha* 
ciuus  Pur  POSE,  conceived  and  tornud  iiuui 
all  eternity,  o  calling  the  Gentiles,  i  e. 
the  great  body  of  mankind,  o  a  participa¬ 
tion  with  the  Jews  in  the  hope  ot  gU»ry, 
through  faith  in  our  Lord  and  Savioui  Je¬ 
sus  Cluist. 

Instead  of  an  irresistible  grace,  opera- 
ting  upon  the  small  number  of  ihe  tied,  as 
upon  mere  engines  and  inslM'nienis  :  w’c 
have  found  the  CifTer  of  the  Go>pel  com¬ 
manded  to  be  made,  by  divinely  commis¬ 
sioned  teachers,  to  all  nations,  ai»d  to  all 
men,  without  esccplicn  ;  and  when  they 
have  embraced  it,  liec  pardon  rffoided  of 
all  sins  past  ;  together  with  suflBtidU  me^ns 
of  grace  for  the  future,  lor  cveiy  one  to 
Work  out  his  own  salvation  with  fear  and 
trembling. 

Young's  SermoTts. 


tiTe  lumiajry. _ 

_ SCFIOHARIK,  NOVKMBEh,  1»24. 

For  the  Evangelical  Luminary, 

THOUGHTS  ON  PREDESTINATION. 

“  Art!  bindinjc  nature  fast  in  late,  left  tree  the 
human  will.*’  Pope. 

Silently  do  the  moons  pass  over  our  joys, 
our  sorrows  and  our  hopes,  the  seasons 
change  in  their  uninterrupted  order;  what 
is  old,  again  becomes  new,  and  the  new  again 
becomes  old  :  Tlie  w'orks  of  former  times 
pass  away,  and  to  be  forgotten,  it  is  ever 
the  same,  every  thing  has  its  unalterable 
point :  all  is  subject  to  a  great  iron  law  ; 
the  star  in  the  heavens  like  the  flower  in  ilie 
fieid,  the  rock,  like  the  worm  that  crawls 
upon  it  :  The  whole  nation,  like  the  indi¬ 
vidual  who  is  born  in  it — nothing  can  be 
otherwise  than  it  is,  nothing  will  he  other¬ 
wise  than  it  shall  be,  this  is  eternal  dt  siiny. 

What  is  destiny  ?  every  ihin^  pie<)es- 
tinated  from  eternity  ?  Dot^  no  flower  with¬ 
er,  no  suckling  weep — Is  no  mountaio  pre¬ 
cipitated, .  no  nation  ruined  without  being 
fated  tlierrto  from  time  immemorial  ?  If  so, 
what  then  is  my  virtue  or  my  trans"rf ssiou  ? 
what  my  crime — who  my  judge?  Is  my 
will  likewise  ilirecicd  by  fate  ?  am  1  at 
least  no  more  than  the  dust  in  the  son, 
which  moves  in  the  air.  not  as  it  will  but  as 
it  must  ?  Is  all  that  comes  to  pass  thus 
dcstinM  fiom  eternity  ?  Of  what  avail  arc 
my  i'ighs,  my  wishes  my  striving  after 
perfection  ?  Ol  what  advantage  my  prayers  ? 
was  nt>t  my  pi^ye**  also  predestinated  in  the 
counsel  ol  laic?  am  1  ihci»  a  machine  only 
necessary  to  the  sport  of  the  great  whole  ? 
an<l  is  my  supposed  free  will  an  illusion  ? 
what  does  eterird)  destiny  coiisist  in  ? 

It  consists  in  the  immutuhle,  immense 
and  endless  order  ot  the  wt^rld  ;  in  which 
every  thing  of  necessity  yiroceeds,  one  from 
the  other  as  cause  and  effect,  every  efftcl 
again  becoming  a  new  cau^e  of  a  new  ef¬ 
fect  :  The  tree  brings  seed,  and  the  seed 
again  produces  trees— because  cry  youth 
Was  what  it  waf,  I  therefore  became  what  I 
am.  the  fate  of  past  years  gave  birth  to  I'C 
preseut :  without  the  occurrences  of  long 
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forgotten  centuries  we  should  not  have  seen 
llic  events  of  the  present  lime!  Thus  arc 
all  things  link*t  together  from  the  begin- 
ning,  and  this  chain  extends  to  endless  fu¬ 
turity  ;  There  one  wheel  of  the  immense 
machine  of  the  world,  seizes  the  other,  one 
link  hangs  in  the  other, — this  is  fate,  aod 
therefore  unalterable  !  Thus  like  the  man 
who,  when  he  casts  a  stone  into  a  still  river, 
hears  the  sound  of  its  entrance,  and  foresees 
the  turgid  rings  moving. swiftly  from  him, 
continually  extending  themselves  in  large 
circles  still  increasing  to  the  distant  shores, 
whilst  the  central  point  is  already  at  rest, 
at  which  the  first  motion  commenced :  So 
could  a  man,  from  the  impulse  the  things 
of  this  world  first  received  before  ages,  fore¬ 
know  the  events  in  after  ages,  were  he  ac¬ 
quainted  with  "the  nature  of  substances - 

this  would  be  omniscience,  but  no  mortal 
ever  possessed  this  attribute,  therefore  he 
goes  uncertain  and  unsteady  through  the 
bustle  of  this  life,  and  knows  not  what  pas¬ 
sed  before,  nor  what  will  follow  after ;  at  one 
lime  he  will  call  that  which  he  meets  with 
-—fortune,  at  another  time  he  will  call  it  ac¬ 
cident — then  unavoidable  necessity;  but  he 
only  calls  that  accident  and  chance  of  which 
he  does  not  perceive  the  immediate  cause, 
there  is  nothing  by  chance,  because  every 
thing  has  its  course  !  all  is  necessary,  all 
is  Included  in  the  eternal  counsel  of  fate. 

But  does  not  ail  within  me  contradict 
this  representation  of  the  world  ?  For  I  sen- 
bibly  feel  the  freedom  of  my  lyill !  And 
even  if  my  body  is  like  a  iifeiess  instru¬ 
ment,  still  my  spirit  is  not  a  machine  ;  it 
governs  and  enlivens  that  which  it  con¬ 
cludes  cn  byitsown  reflections  ;  No,  the 
world  is  not  a  cohl  lifeless  mass  iu  which 
every  thing  moves  unknown  to  itself,  accor¬ 
ding  to  eternal  foreordination,  a  god  of  love 
governs  in  his  power  and  goodness  through 
all,  animates  all,  and  dispenses  happiness 
and  blessings  to  all;  what  would  the  world 
be  without  love<^wiihout  God — without  jus¬ 
tice — without  freedom —  without  retribution  ? 
A  prodigious  inanimate  body  without  soul, 


an  incomprehensible  sport  of  things,  io  which 
for  the  highest,  and  most  glorious — for  vir¬ 
tue,  love,  and  perfection,  names  only  would 
be  present  without  the  objects  themselves  ! 
a  miserable  never  ending  indissoluble  enigma 
without  design,  and  mm  of  all  beings  in  it, 
would  be  (he  most  pitiable  with  his  preten¬ 
sions  to  reason  and  the  feelings  of  his  heart. 

Notwithstanding  this  objcctiou,  it  is  un¬ 
deniable  that  eternal  destiny  is  the  immuta¬ 
ble  immense  and  endless  order  ot  the  world, 
in  which  every  thing  of  necessity  proceeds, 
one  from  the  other,  as  cause  and  effect  : 
Kvery  effect  (herein  again  becomes  a  source 
of  new  efTects,  consequently,  that  what  I 
am  today  is  the  necessary  fruit  of  past  days. 
— If  so,  how  then  shall  I  avoid  the  errors 
of  the  miud,  into  which  I  am  again  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  falling  ?  Let  us  view  and  consider 
the  whole  in  its  various  parts,  we  shall  (lien 
perceive  from  the  lifeless  stone  to  the  high¬ 
est  of  all  created  substances  an  endless  mul¬ 
titude  of  powers:  Every  thing  that  exists 
is  in  itself  a  power,  otherwise  it  could  not 
operate  upon  the  things  around  it,  by  its 
weight  and  adherence,  or  upon  our  senses 
by  its  color  and  smell,  that  which  does  not 
operate  upon  us,  does  not  exist  for  us,  and 
whatever  operates  is  a  power  :  The  multi¬ 
tude  of  powers  in  tlie  universe  are  as  couut- 
leas  as  various — they  form  an  immense  gra¬ 
dation  from  the  leash  to  the  greatest,  they 
unite  with  other  powers^  and  by  such  union 
bring  forth  entirely  new  appearances  and 
phenomena  :  "What  a  variety  of  powers  ex¬ 
ist  in  the  body  called  the  stone  ?  How  much 
greater  this  variety  in  plants  ?  and  greater 
still  in  animals  ;  but  variety  merely  does 
not  govern  among  them,  but  also  a  higher 
and  lower  grade;  the  vital  faculty  of  the 
plant  is  greater  than  the  power  which  exists 
in  the  stone,  the  former  increases  through 
itselfj  it  has  its  youth,  its  age,  its  propaga¬ 
tion  :  Higher  still  is  the  power  of  the  human 
spirit,  in  the  glorious  serenity  of  its  own 
sense  of  existence,  and  higher  powers  still 
stand  above  us,  which  the  holy  scriptures 
call  Angels  and  Archangels. 

But  all  these  families  and  Dominions  of 
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Powers  in  the  creation  of  God,  arc  what 
they  arc,  by  the  will  qf  God  I  all  have  their 
peculiar  circles  in  which  they  opeiate,  their 
piriicuiur  appuintmeuts,  their  own  Lawt« 
according  to  which  they  must  act  and  ope¬ 
rate,  therefore  the  stone  is,  and  remains  a 
stone,  and  r^ins  its  qualities — therefore 
the  roots  of  vine  and  the  thistle  seek 
those  nourishments  only,  that  are  suitable 
to  them,  therefore  the  bird  in  the  air,  and 
the  fish  in  the  water  vary  in  their  move- 
ments  ;  Every  power  in  nature  has  receiv¬ 
ed  from  God  its  own  Law,  and  so  also  the 
human  spirit,  its  own  W'hich  is  neither  the 
Law  of  the  anioial,  nor  of  the  plant,  nor  that 
of  the  stone :  In  accordance  with  these  pe¬ 
culiar  Laws  all  created  bodies  operate  upon 
each  other,  and  thus  the  endless  life  and 
motion  of  the  universe  take  their  rise,  and 
the  strife  of  the  powers  among  themselves, 
constitutes  their  life. 

But  as  the  powers  out  of  which  the  uni¬ 
verse  is  fitted  together  cannot  operate  oth- 
erways,  than  the  allotted  I^ws,  and  thecir 
cles  of  operation  appointed  by  God  wil| 
permit,  therefore  all  their  acts  arc  only  ne- 
cessary  coneenuence%  of  those  Laws ;  and 
as  the  powers  arose  by  the  will  of  God — the 
eternal  and  exalted  builder  of  the  worlds 
foresatj  their  effects — ibis  was  the  eternal 
predestination  of  what  should  and  could 
come  to  pass. 

But  whilst  God  determined  on  the  world 
to  be,  He  determined  tlie  same  in  his  endless 
%visdom,  the  discord  of  powers  therefore 
worked  out  no  confusion  in  the  whole,  but 
a  furtherance  of  all  !  self-destruction 
but  a  high  and  marvellous  life  of  the  whole, 
by  which  one  served  the  other,  and  what 
thus  serves,  at  the  same  lime  under  other 
circumstances  governs  the  otlier — tliat  was 
— that  — and  that  will  be — the  everlasting 
order  of  the  world,  in  which  the  Stars  and 
the  Dust  in  the  Sun  move  themselves. 
Grass  and  IMoss  like  whole  nations  grow 
up,  and  again  sink  down.  And  as  God 
cituied  the  order  of  he  world  if?  his  infinite 
perfection,  so  he  created  il,  to  infinitely  ex¬ 


alted  ends :  He  created  it  in  tlie  fulr.eit 
his  Love  !  He,  as  the  greatest  Good,  would 
the  happiness  of  the  whole ;  and  the  felicity 
of  those  powers  who  were  made  capable  of 
a  sense  of  happiness  :  Therefore  provision 
is  made  in  the  order  of  the  world,  by  the 
divine  bcoignity  ybr  the  joy  of  the  amalleaC 
worm  i  and  for  the  human  spirit  he  design* 
cd  a  more  exalted  bliaa  t  But  the  worm 
looses  his  joy  and  feels  pain  as  soon  as  be 
deviates  from  the  Law  of  nature ;  so  like¬ 
wise  the  human  spirit  forfeits  the  happiness 
appointed  for  him,  when  he  neglects  to  ful¬ 
fil  his  Laws ;  but  hia  Law  ia  to  be  fcrfect^ 
as  his  father  in  heaven  is  perfect,  conse¬ 
quently  he  is  to  maintain  his  exalted  station 
which  was  assigned  him,  and  to  govern  the 
lower  povjera^  but  not  to  suffer  himself  to 
be  governed  by  them.  The  Spirit  is  to 
govern  the  animal  powers  which  dwell  in 
hia  body,  and  to  suppress  unclean  desiresi 
to  look  up  to  God  and  the  spiritual  world 
only,  whose  consort  he  is;  conscience  is  his 
Law  !  is  the  desire  of  perfection — the 
aversion  to  evil,  the  indistructible  inclina¬ 
tion  to  freedom  !  If  he  suffers  himself,  in 
his  contest  with  his  animal  nature  to  be 
subdued,  he  renders  himself  contemptible 
and  miserable  to  himself, — for  every  thing 
in  the  order  of  the  world  is  a  connected 
chain  of  conaequencea — Sin  and  im[>erfec- 
tion  generate  pain  !  Man  is  therefore  not 
foreordained  to  sin,  not  to  deitructioo — but 
to  happiness — to  self  perfection. 

Through  the  firmness  of  his  will,  he  can 
consummate  this  perfection,  in  every  state 
and  condition  of  his  life  ;  he  can  foreknow 
tliat  when  he  feels  sorrow  ar.d  pain  that 
there  is  something  in  him,  which  is  not  as 
it  should  be, — that  pain  and  evil  itself  will 

be  his  directors  to  happiness - This  is 

Desiinaticn  I 

Whatever  events  we  meet  with,  we  arc 
independent  of  them  so  far,  as  we  be  to  our- 
selves  what  wc  ought  to  be  ;  those  we  love, 
may  die,  but  we  then  only  render  ourselves 
unhappy  by  ihcir  levs,  when  wc  forgt*t,ihat 
they  anil  wc  aic  members  cf  the  spiritual 
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world;  llial  as  sj^Irits  wc  never  can  lose 
them  !  that  wc  should  not  suffer  ourselves 
to  be  fettered  by  any  thing  perishable  to 
that  degree,  as  if  it  were  impel  islublc  : 
The  deaih  of  their  bodies  was  a  necessary 
effect  of  the  temporal,  our  sorrow  is  a  nc^ 
cessary  consequence  of  too  great  an  adhe¬ 
rence  to  the  earthly — this  is  destination. — 
But  all  appointments  of  God  arc  salutary* 
they  strengthen  our  powers,  they  entice  with 
gentleness,  and  direct  the  spirit  upwards 
with  anxious  solicitude,  from  the  perisha¬ 
ble  and  earthly  to  the  recognition  and  love 
of  the  imperishable, — from  the  animal,  to¬ 
wards  that,  in  which  our  true  dignity  con¬ 
sists — the  spiritual !  War  and  Dottle,  Fam¬ 
ine  and  Misery— Sickness  and  Conflagra¬ 
tion,  are  all  destinies,  they  leach  us  ihe  per¬ 
ishable,  they  direct  us  to  that,  which  i?  per- 
roanent,  and  everlasting — to  thai  happiness 
which  can  only  thrive  wuhin  us.  Thy 
grief  on  account  of  thy  Mffl  ciion  lay  in  the 
counsel  of  fate,  because  it  was  a  necessary 
consequence  of  thy  own  impcifeciion :  So, 
even  the  inward  composure  of  ihc  wise  in 
every  adversity,  is  the  necc-s^ry  «  ffect  of 
his  greatness  of  soul,  and  vie  torioiis  power: 
The  more  virtuous,  the  more  his  own  the 
human  spirit  is — The  more  untouch’t  he 
23  by  every  event,  the  more  independent  he 
is  of  ail  fate  !  God  stands  above  all  i.«fc,  be¬ 
cause  He  is  the  most  Holy — die  more  holy 
wc  are  withia,  the  nearer  wc  are  to  Go<1, 
and  G  )d  to  us,  ai  d  the  farther  we  are  re¬ 
moved  from  the  power  of  fate. 

Thus  the  seeming  contradictions  solve 
themselves  into  glorious  harmony,  dai  kness 
becomes  light;  every  »hirig  must  contribu> 
to  our  good — all  must  be  for  us  because 
God  is  for  us.  The  destinies  of  the  L  ud 
are  wise,  are  just  and  good — ^Tncy  appear 
not,  in  order  to  make  us  slaves  without  our 
will,  but  to  give  our  spirits  freedom,  they 
appear  and  seize  man,  in  order  to  elevate 
him  above  all  (ate.  O  the  depth  ot  the  rich¬ 
es,  both  of  the  wisdom  aou  knowledge  of 
God  ;  how  iocomprehensibie  are  his  jujg- 
meotS|  and  unsearchable  His  ways. 


ROMANS  II,  ll. 

J^or  (here  is  no  re.sfiect  of  /icrsons  rjith 
]  'rite  righteous  Judge  will  not  an 
according  to  any  principle  of  fiartialitif  ; 
the  character  and  conduct  alone,  of  the  per- 
sons,  shall  weigh  will)  hio).  He  will  take 
no  wicked  man  to  glory,  let  his  nation  or 
advantages  be  wiut  they  m^’ :  and  he  will 
send  no  righteous  man  to  peydiiioif,  thongij 
brought  up  in  the  very  boioVn  of  Cientilism. 
And  u8  he  will  judge  in  thaC  day,  according 
to  character  and  conduct  ;  so  his  judgment 
will  proceed  on  the  ground  of  the 
firivileges  and  blessings,  which  they  had 
icecivfd,  impioved,  or  abused.  A»kI,  as 
there  is  no  respect  of  persons  with  God  in 
judgment ;  so  there  can  be  none  in  flic  /irr- 
vious  administration  of  his  skiving  bless¬ 
ings  :  he  that  will  be  condemned  for  his 
unrighleousncsf.,  will  be  condemned  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  suflTicient  grace  uflVird- 
ed  him  for  the  salvation  of  his  soul  :  and 
his  Condemnation  will  rest  on  the  simple 
principle,  that  he  abused  the  grace  which 
was  fiuffiricnl  to  8a\e  him  ;  hy  acting  in  op- 
p  'sition  lf>  its  dictates  and  influence.  No 
m<»n  ill  that  great  d  v,  -hall  be  brought  to 
heaven  throiish  an\  fiar'iality  vf  the  Judge  : 
and  no  man  sent  t»»  hell,  (lecatlst  God  did 
no  >ff  rd  him  snffi  ieiit  gricc  ;  or  because 
he  had  ma  te  a  decree,  wfiuh  rendered  eveu 
his  use  ol  r  ineffectual  to  his  salvation  — 
If»  reference  to  ifn  gtcal  design  ot  God,  in 
the  salv  uion  of  m  m,  it  shall  be  said,  in 
time,  at  the  day  ol  Ju(li»ment,  and  rjr»‘Ugh- 
oiii  eteriiitv,  therk  is  no  respect  of 
PERSONS  w  riii  GOD — Clarke  6  Comm. 

Chap.  i.  vf  r  I  7  The  just  -hull  live  by  faith. 

T  his  has  b»*tn  UriCiei>tot>4f  t*WQ  wa\s  :  I. 
thui  the  ju^i  or  li^hietius  man  cannot  live 
a  h.’ly  and  uselul  liU-,  wnhf»ul  exercising 
cnndiiUal  t.iilh  in  t>ur  Cord  Jesus  :  Hhicti  is 
strhit%'  ’rue;  lor  He  onl>,  who  ha-  broualit 
hhii  into  that  St  *le  ol  sjI  vadon.  can  fir* st  rve 
him  in  ii  :  and  he  stands  by  faith.  2  It 
is  contended  by  some  able  critics  tnat  die 
nri^Tnul  X"  slnmld  be  pointed  thus  :  'The 
just  bv  fufth  s'tall  live,  that  is,  he  alone 
ihai  IS  jiisrjficd  by  faith,  shall  be  sived  ; 
which  is  aUo  true,  as  it  is  impi>ssibit  to 
get  salvation  in  any  other  v^ay.  This  last 
meaning  ispmbibly  the  true  one,  as  the 
origin  d  ccx'  ill  H*  b,  ii.  4  speuks  of  those 
wh«*  b  litved  ilu  declarations  of  God  when 
the  Chaldeans  bcsiegtd  J<  rusHiem  ;  and 
having  acted  coid«*rni.»h|y  o  them,  they  es- 
Cip*  d  wuh  thci«  liv>  s  — Ibid 
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